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Abstract

The objective of the study: “Children abuse in the United Arab Emirates Society”, was to understand
the of all forms and types of abuse that occur at home and schools among Emiratis and resident
children. In addition, we would like to identify the perpetrators and the awareness level of various
child helplines in the country, with the objective to develop beneficial intervention and protection
plans for children in the UAE.

To achieve the above objectives, a cluster sample size of 4,111 from both Emirati and resident
children were selected from private schools in all seven emirates; male students were (50.6 %) and
(49.4%) were female, ages ranged between 10-18 years old and from grade 5 to12. The findings of
the study show that the children who are abused at home were (6.5%) and the father is more likely
to commit that abuse (32.7%). And at school (12.3%) the friend (48.3%) is more likely to commit
abuse, then the teacher (29.4%). In addition, children in the middle stage are the most vulnerable
to abuse compared to other children.

Psychological abuse was the most prevalent; at home, it was rated at (23%), then witness violence
(22%), followed by physical abuse (22%), then neglect (18%) and the least was sexual abuse (15%).

Whereas in the school, the most prevalent is psychological (39%), then physical abuse (34%) and
the least was sexual abuse (27%).

The study suggested a framework “Intervention for the protection of the child” to be used as a
frame of reference to join efforts of all child protection institutions in the UAE, with a number of
recommendations for the preparation of various programs aimed at different segments in order to
protect and prevent children from all forms of abuse.
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