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Abstract

The purpose of Violence Against Children in the United Arab Emirates study is to understand the
prevalence and magnitude of all forms of abuse and neglect occurs among Emirati children at
home and schools, to identify the perpetrators as well the awareness level of various child helplines
in the country, with objective to develop beneficial intervention and protection plans for children
in the UAE.

The study covered a sample size of 2939 Emirati children from all 7 emirates who are enrolled in
public schools where more than half of the participants were male students (52.1%) and the rest
(47.9%) were female students. Ages ranged between 10-18 years old and from the 3 educational
stages, cycle 1 (grade 5), cycle 2 (grades 6,7,8,9) and cycle 3 (grades 10,11,12).

The results reveal that (0.3% - 28%) of students have experienced various forms of abuse and
neglect either at home or school. Verbal and psychological abuse was the most prevalent type of
maltreatment at home and at school, followed by neglect at home and physical abuse at home and
school. The least prevalent type of abuse experienced by children at home and schools was sexual
abuse. The research provides recommendation; to coordinate efforts between various society
institutions handling children’s rights, to develop both integrated specialized programs to protect
and prevent children from abuse and to raise awareness society about violence against children in
the United Arab Emirates.
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